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Homework

Policy
Rationale

Students need to develop study habits, self discipline and commitment in order to succeed in school and future careers.  These attributes and skills are actively enhanced through a variety of homework experiences.

Aims

1. To develop study habits.

2. To develop time-management skills

3. To reinforce and practise the work done in class.

4. To encourage active participation of parents in the homework process.

5. To focus on basic literacy and numeracy skills and concepts.

Implementation

Homework may be issued to students in years One to Seven on Monday to Thursday. In the Prep Year, generally students will not be set homework.
In the early phase of learning (Prep to Year 3) many activities at home or in play can assist children to develop literacy, numeracy and problem-solving skills.

Homework tasks may include:

· Daily reading to, with, and by parents/caregivers or other family members

· Linking concepts with familiar activities such as shopping, cooking, family outings, etc.

· Preparation for oral presentations

· Opportunities to write for meaningful purposes

In the Middle Phase (Years 4-7) some homework can be completed daily or over a weekly or fortnightly period and may:
· Include daily independent reading

· Be coordinated across different subject areas

· Include extension of class work, projects and research.

Recommended times (per year level) to spend on Homework per night.
	Year Level
	Time to be spent on Homework

	1
	10 minutes

	2
	10 minutes

	3
	15 minutes

	4
	20 minutes

	5
	20 minutes

	6
	30 minutes

	7
	30 up to 45 minutes by the end of the year.


How to help Students with homework.

Parents and caregivers can help their children by:
• reading to them, talking with them and involving them in tasks at home including shopping, playing games and physical activity
• helping them to complete tasks by discussing key questions or directing them to resources
• encouraging them to organise their time and take responsibility for their learning 
• encouraging them to read and to take an interest in and discuss current local, national and international events
• helping them to balance the amount of time spent completing homework, watching television, playing computer games, playing sport and engaging in other recreational activities
• contacting the relevant teacher to discuss any concerns about the nature of homework and their children’s approach to the homework. 
Children who have difficulties completing Homework

Homework is to be done by the student.  If students have difficulty and you are unable to help them, then send a note or come and see us.  If children have parents who do their homework for them, then they are disadvantaging their children.  Even if children make mistakes, they are still learning as they can learn from these.

Tips for Parents to help Students

· don’t do the work for them, but show students with similar examples

· at no time should homework cause distress to parent or child.

· provide a work space and a time to do homework. The ultimate responsibility for homework rests with your child.

Non-completion of Homework by Students
Each teacher will deal with the non-completion of homework on an individual basis based on the Cordalba State School’s Student Code of Conduct.
Evaluation

This homework policy will be reviewed annually as a part of Cordalba State Schools Annual Operation Plan.
Consultation

The Cordalba State School Homework Policy has been developed in consultation with the school community through consultation with the P&C and school staff.
Staff were required to comment on and respond to the components of the previous Homework Policy. 
Distribution

This policy will be distributed to parents via the newsletter annually and will be included in the school enrolment package and on the school’s website.
